
attendownthehatches
andstockupontinned
goodsbecausethe
apocalypseiscoming
anditain’tgoingtobe
pretty.Butbeforeyou
callWillSmith(andtell
himtobringWillow
thistime),we’renot
talkingasteroids,super

volcanoesoralieninvasions.The
endthat’sso‘nigh’rightnowis
headingstraightforthefashion
worldviaanyoneundertheageof
40whoisinterestedinpopular
culture.And#SorryNotSorry,but
it’sentirelyself-inflicted.

See,there’sonlysolongyoucan
goondeclaringthingsare‘over’
beforethere’snothingleft.And
that’sexactlywherewecurrently
findourselves.OneELLEstaffer
perfectlysummedupthepoint
we’reatafteraneditorialmeeting
duringwhichwe’dslappedDNRs
(DoNotResuscitateorders)on
celebrities, itemsofclothingand
contemporaryfoodstuffs: ‘Over,’
hesaidwithasigh, ‘isover.’

Itshouldn’tcomeasasurprise.
We’vebeen‘slaying’, ‘killingit’and
‘literallydying’onthebattlefield
offashionforsolongnowthatit’s
nowonderallthat’sleftof2016is
abarrenwastelandinwhichonly
MariahCareyandavocados–the
cockroachesofmillennialtrends
–havesurvived.

Journalistsareforevercalling
‘theend’ofthings.In2010,The
AtlanticMagazineannounced

TheEndOfMen.We’vebeenguilty
ofitatELLEtoo,proclaimingthe
pastyear‘theendofgender’, ‘the
endofheels’, ‘theendofirony’and
‘theendoftryingtodecidedifwe
actuallyfancyTomHiddleston
orwhetherhejustlooksgood
inapoloneck’.OK,thatlastone
wasaconversationIhadwiththe
featuresteamtheotherday,but
yougetthepoint.
Ifwe’vepressed‘Apple-Z’on

allthatwasoncecool, doesthat

meanwegettostartagainbut
withablankcanvas?Maybethat’s
quiteatantalisingproposition.
Whatwouldhappenifwestopped
followingtrendsentirely–gasp!
–orifwestoppedcaringwhether
‘unicorns’werestillathingand
wejustdidstuffwithoutthinking
twiceaboutitbeingpartofawider
culturalorfashionmoment.Oh
god,it’shappeningagainlook…
It’stheendoftrends!Overisover,
I’mtrappedinametaspin-cycle:
Ineedacronut(oraunicorn), if
that’sevena‘thing’anymore.Am

Ievena‘thing’anymore?[Locks
self inroomwithamindfulness
appfor15minutestodivert
existentialcrisis.]
Anotherwayoflookingatit is

thatcallinganendtosomething,
whenit’sonyourterms,isfun.
Picturethatone-nightstandyou
leftinbedthemorningafterand
nevercalledback.Asfarasyou’re
concerned,thatpersonisoverwith
acapitalOVER,butthatdoesn’t
meanitwasn’tafabulous,sweaty
tangleofCalvinswhileitlasted.

Sotoowentthefateofpop-ups,
normcore,thesharingeconomy,
rippedjeans,dirtyburgers,calling
people‘bae’,greenjuices…Trends
havealifespanand, justlikethat
hotdateyouneversawagain, it’s
thetemporalityofit–thesense
oflet’sdothis/wearthis/saythis/
eatthisNOWbeforeit’sgone–
thatgivesitsuchlife,bae(sorry).

Theworldsoffashionandpop
culturearewildandunstable;
pulloneblockandthefourthwall
tumbleslikeaJengastackand
we’releftwonderingwhatitall
means(andwishingwe’dbought
thatBalenciagapufferjacket).
Let’sembracethistabularasa

momentanduseittorethink
thethingsthatmatterbecause
frankly, it’sallridiculous.Andif
wecan’tadmitthatthentheonly
thingwereallyneedtogetover
isourselves.

‘WHATWOULD HAPPEN
IFWE STOPPED

FOLLOWING TRENDS
ENTIRELY – GASP! – OR
IFWE STOPPED CARING
WHETHER UNICORNS
WERE STILL A THING’

Preposition:At theothersideof,beyond
‘OVER’
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